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ENSURING INCLUSIVE AND  
EQUITABLE EDUCATION IN PURSUIT OF  
LIFELONG LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL

HELPING TO SHAPE  
OUR NEXT GENERATION  
OF INNOVATORS

We’re committed to shaping the great leaders and thinkers of tomorrow.

Konica Minolta proudly supports Books for Kids and their mission to promote 
literacy among preschool-aged children in under-resourced communities.
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Books for Kids promotes literacy among preschool-aged children 
in under-resourced communities. We create libraries and 
implement literacy programs in order to help children develop 
the critical early literacy and social-emotional skills they need to 
be successful in kindergarten and beyond.

ANNUAL SPRING GALA

HONORING

JOHN GRAHAM TUCKER LEADERSHIP AWARD 
MARIA COLLIER 

 
BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 

“EVERYTHING NAOMI LOVED” 

COWRITTEN BY KATIE YAMASAKI & IAN LENDLER, ILLUSTRATED BY KATIE YAMASAKI 
 

EDUCATOR AWARDS 
SABRINA BACCHUS | LILIANA GARCIA 

KATHERINE MATEO |  CAROLYNE NDOLO  | SHERRY ANN SAMUELS 
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 6:30pm ET

BOOKS FOR KIDS



Dear Friends, 
 
Whether you’re joining us in person at our Party at the Pier or tuning in to our virtual 
Heroes of Education event, we are grateful to you for spending time with Books for 
Kids and, always, for your support. 
 
These last 2-plus years have taught us so much about ourselves and the world around 
us. Many of us have engaged in serious self-reflection and a recommitment to values. 
At Books for Kids, our Values Statement guides us as an organization and as  
individuals. The Books for Kids Values Statement speaks to inclusivity, active listening, 
curiosity and openness, respect for all, and the power of telling and choosing your 
own story. Our libraries are built on the same values which inform the way we  
support and respect the children we serve and their families. The pandemic years 
have strengthened our resolve to meet preschool children and their families where 
they are and to serve them in a way that always considers their backgrounds, their 
life stories, their individuality, and their needs as they def ine them. We have  
recommitted to our values and then some. By showing up and supporting Books for 
Kids, you have shown that you are doing the same. We commend you and, above all, 
we thank you. 
 
The hard work and support of our staff, Board, Associate Board, advisors, and  
countless donors enabled us to deliver high quality programming throughout the 
pandemic without missing a beat. Story Time was delivered via Zoom whenever  
necessary, a virtual library of Story Time videos was created and made available, 
books were distributed to children to build home libraries of their own, the  
importance of which grew exponentially over the last few years, and our partnerships 
with parents, school and shelter staff, and publishers strengthened as we all focused 
on doing our best for the children.  
 
Through our partnerships, we have had the great fortune to see exceptional  
educators work tirelessly for their students. Heroes of Education abound, and we 
are proud to continue our practice of honoring educators, creators, and leaders. We 
recognize them as the heroes they are whose efforts have moved and inspired us. We 
cannot wait for you to meet them. 
 
Thank you again for joining us and thank you for being a hero.  
During tough times, it’s comforting to know so many heroes  
surround, support, and look out for us. 

With Gratitude, 
 
Robin Adelson

Executive Director, Books for Kids

A LETTER FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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MARIA COLLIER 
CYPRESS HILLS CHILD CARE CORPORATION  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 2001- 2022

In 1986, John Graham Tucker co-founded Books for Kids with a handful of others 
who shared a commitment to making a difference in the lives of children in their 
community. He served as the organization’s first Executive Director for four years 
upon its earning not-for-profit status in 1990. In 2015 we established the annual John 
Graham Tucker Leadership Award to recognize those who show the same level of 
long-term commitment and generosity of spirit that John exhibited. We could not 
be happier to present this year’s award to Maria Collier for her commitment to  
fostering a rewarding partnership between Books for Kids and the Cypress Hills 
Child Care Corporation.

Maria has been the Executive Director of Cypress Hills Child Care Corporation for the 
past 21 years, serving 500 children and their families each year through various  
programs. She is a fierce advocate for Cypress Hills, a Brooklyn neighborhood  
located near East New York. The organization’s Day Care Center has had a Books for 
Kids library for more than 20 years and Maria has been one of Books for Kids greatest 
partners. She is particularly devoted to nurturing the hearts and minds of the  
neighborhood’s youngest learners and heavily invested in providing them with  
access to books and the opportunity to discover, reach and maybe even exceed their 
potential. We are honored to present this year’s leadership award to Maria Collier.

JOHN GRAHAM TUCKER LEADERSHIP AWARD 



BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 
EVERYTHING NAOMI LOVED 
WRITTEN BY KATIE YAMASAKI & IAN LENDLER 
ILLUSTRATED BY KATIE YAMASAKI 
PUBLISHED BY NORTON YOUNG READERS

We are proud to present the Award for Book of 
the Year, chosen for its impact on the lives of our 
kids, to Katie Yamasaki and Ian Lendler for 
Everything Naomi Loved. In this beautifully told 
and illustrated story about neighborhood, 
community, change, and gentrification, Naomi 
is faced with the transformation of her city block 
as neighbors are forced to move. One neighbor 
suggests that when something we love goes 
away, we paint it on the wall and that way it’s 
always with us. So Naomi picks up a paintbrush 
and turns her 11th Street memories into a mural. 
The sights, smells, sounds, and interactions of 
Naomi’s home are forever a place of love. And it 
is clear that there was nothing but the deepest 
love and respect in the ways in which the city 
and Naomi’s neighborhood and community are 
depicted by this book’s magnificent creative 
team.

“When Naomi wanted to see the world she 
looked out her window onto 11th Street. It 

wasn’t pretty but it was alive!” 
Everything Naomi Loved

This touching and relatable story resonated with 
our young students as well as their caregivers 
and teachers. They, along with our Library 
Specialists, loved it and found that it provided a 
great opportunity for children to talk about their 
neighborhoods and draw what they saw outside 
their own windows.  

Everything Naomi Loved deftly discusses 
change, and how it can be difficult and scary 
and beautiful and hopeful, all at the same time. It 
speaks to the power of community and the pow-
er of art. Our deepest thanks to Katie and Ian for 
this magical book. 



Heroes of
Education

H O N O R I N G  T H E



Sabrina Bacchus
Educator Award Winner
PS 245 Magnet School of Arts and Science, NYC

Sabrina Maycock Bacchus is
one of the BEST Teachers I
have ever encountered. She
goes above AND beyond for
every child that walks through
her classroom doors EVERY
Year .

-Robert E. Ambrose 

Sabrina Bacchus has worked as an educator for 21 years. She is a First-
Grade teacher at P.S 245 Magnet School of Arts and Science, located in
East Flatbush, Brooklyn. Sabrina always wanted to work with children
from a young age, and God found it fit to make her a teacher. 
As part of the PS 245 team, Sabrina has worked hard to provide her
students with the best. She is a part of an organization called
DonorsChoose that helps her accomplish her goals. She has created
grants for computers, iPads, backpacks, robots, and many more
materials for the classroom. She wanted her children to enjoy their
summer, so she wrote grants for bikes, scooters, books, and games.
Sabrina was also able to take her students to see Lion King on Broadway. 

During Covid, Sabrina was able to get hands-on materials for her students to use during their Zoom
meetings and hand-delivered supplies to her students' homes. She was able to start a food pantry at her
school with help from her principal, coworkers, and church. The food pantry fed over 200 families. 

Sabrina lives in Brooklyn, New York with her husband Mark. When Sabrina is not working hard as an
educator, you’ll find her at church volunteering at their food pantry and praising the Lord through liturgical
dance.

Sabrina Bacchus is a
Generous teacher who is
compassionate,
dedicated and selfless.

-Xiomara Trottman 

Sabrina Bacchus is a
Confident Teacher, who is
Caring and VERY Driven to see
her students succeed.

- Raeven Ambrose

Sabrina is an EXCEPTIONAL
Teacher! She always goes beyond
to enhance the academic
experience for her students.

- Richard Edmonds



Liliana Garcia
Educator Award Winner
Mother Hale Early Childhood Education
Center, NYC

Ms. Garcia’s energy, enthusiasm, compassion,
work ethic and dedication as a teacher is
unmatched. My boy adores her and he is eager
about learning new things being taught to him
in class. He doesn't want to miss any days of
school because he says he going to miss Ms.
Lilly. He has become well versed in his ABCs
and 123s but Ms. Garcia also teaches him
good character and behavior skills. I am most
appreciative of her for how excited my son is
about learning and sharing what he learned
from Ms. Lilly. 

– Angela Gines

Liliana Garcia, "Ms. Lilly", is 30 years old and was born and raised
in Harlem. She has been in the education field over 5 years and
could not be any happier. Ever since she was a little girl, she
wished to become a teacher. She was not sure what age group
at the time, but she just knew she wanted to be a teacher. All
she wanted to do was pick up her chalk and write on the board
(although now she uses dry erase markers instead of chalk).

Ms. Lilly always says that working with children ages 3-5 is not just them learning from her, but she
learns from them too. She is sure that she would not be the teacher she is today without her students,
her children. They have helped her grow throughout the years. They have taught her patience and
confidence in what she does and how she teaches. The positive feedback she receives from the
children as well as their families is incredible. The families’ support is what keeps her going and keeps
her striving for more even through difficult times.

When COVID-19 shut schools down,
Liliana made sure her students would
continue to learn by reading books
through Zoom, involving families in
group learning activities, and even
delivering books herself to students’
homes. She achieved one hundred
percent participation from her
families throughout these difficult
months and her students were
overjoyed when they had the chance
to return to the classroom with “Ms.
Lilly.” 
– Karen Brown

Ms. Garcia is such a wonderful teacher and always
understands and is willing to take any extra steps
necessary for your child. I am extremely happy to say
Ms. Garcia is my daughter’s teacher. 
 – Marisol Flores

Ms. Liliana is a very humble and
compassionate teacher. She educates
and interacts with each child
holistically. Ms.Liliana understands
that each child is unique and they
need different levels of care. Liliana is
very understanding and
compassionate for the children’s well-
being as a whole.
 – Debra Donato

Liliana has shown to be a very dedicated and
committed teacher in our program. She is always
positive, energetic and committed to having the
children in her classroom reach their potential. Her
classroom and lessons are always diverse, inclusive,
flexible and fun.
 – Austin Hudson

When my child Gerard first started he was a very quiet
and timid child. During this time Ms. Lilly made sure to
communicate suggestions and encouragement… Thank
you again Ms. Lilly for your passion and dedication to
our children. You are truly a blessing! 
 – Dana Law



Katherine Mateo
Educator Award Winner
Cypress Hills Childcare Corporation, NYC

Katherine is a natural when it comes
to dealing with young children. She is
compassionate, caring, supportive,
and always shares her passion and
motivates them as she was
motivated to learn everything, and to
know that everything is possible if
you set your mind and heart to it.

— Maria Rodriguez

Katherine is currently a college student on track to receive her
Bachelor’s Degree in June 2023, majoring in History with a minor in
Psychology. She currently works with Cypress Hills Child Care
Corporation, but she has known the organization all her life as her
mom enrolled her as a child. She has worked in the office and with the
children at the daycare facility for a couple years as a volunteer,
helping in any way she can as these are the very people who took care
of her at four and five years old. When the pandemic first hit in 2020,
she volunteered to help teachers navigate through Zoom as remote-
learning was new to many people. Little did she know, she would do
more than be a host and translator of the Zoom meetings. 

Working every week alongside Amanda Deutch from Books for Kids has been more than a pleasure. Katherine
was given the opportunity to engage in Story Time, translate for the children, and to create amazing art projects
with them. Being a full-time college student was often stressful, but every Tuesday at 6:30pm she was more than
eager to see the same kids, meet new ones, and learn about one another through every meeting. Being called Ms.
Kathy was like a new superhero identity.

With her energy, joy and
creative spirit she is able to
connect and share her
knowledge and enthusiasm
with her peers and others. 

— Ethel Cordova

Kathy is always available to
help whenever and wherever it
is needed. The kids trust and
love Kathy and she is super
inclusive in all activities,
meaning she goes above and
beyond!  

— Vanesa Robles

Katherine grew up bilingual and considers her ability to communicate
with so many people a gift and a privilege. She loves to see children at
four and five pushing themselves past their comfort zones. Saying a
word wrong in a new language can feel embarrassing and at times
discouraging for adults, so a child having that bravery is inspiring. It also
makes her feel great about the fact that she and Amanda have created
a space where the children can choose to be brave and take that leap!



Carolyne Ndolo
Educator Award Winner
Edward C. Mazique Parent Child Center Inc.,
Washington D.C.

Carolyne's enthusiasm is infectious to families, staff,
and particularly the children. During the last two
years of COVID-19 she dedicated long hours to the
program and remained committed to the mission of
the program. Weekly, she spearheaded diaper and
food distribution to families of the childcare center
all while taking the necessary precautions to protect
herself and others to mitigate the spread of COVID-
19. She sought resources for both staff and families
while they were home during the closure of schools.
Parents and staff were encouraged daily. Once
schools reopened, in full PPE, Ms. Carolyne has and
continues to greet each family at the door with a
warm greeting and well-wishes for a productive day
. 
— Lettie Williams

Carolyne Ndolo currently serves as Center Director for the
Ruth E. Rucker site at Edward C. Mazique Parent Child
Center, inc. She is originally from Nigeria. She has a BSc. Ed
from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka. She is the proud
mother of one daughter. She comes from a family of nine
children; her father was a police officer and her mother an
entrepreneur. 

Being the second child and the first daughter,
the role of nurturer was bestowed upon her and
she has carried over the values her parents
instilled in her to her own family and
professional career. 

Before she immigrated to the US, she was a
Supervising Principal of a secondary school in
Enugu State of Nigeria. After she immigrated, she
worked in a different capacity as a classroom
teacher with Wien Private School in Vienna, VA.;
personal staff to Mrs. Ethel Kennedy; and
eventually the Edward C. Mazique Parent Child
Center, inc.. She has used her educational
background and prior knowledge to always
provide the best care and education possible to
all the children that she has served.

Over the last two years, COVID-19 presented itself as a challenge to child care programs across
the US.  She was compelled to remain committed to the mission of the organization and
worked as a member of the team to provide families with much needed items to keep the basic
need of the families met. She remains committed to providing high quality care to children and
families and prays that it is reflected each day in her role as Center Director.

Carolyne enjoys reading, listening to music and sports. She volunteers in churches and other
organizations doing health fairs and other events. 

Sherry Ann Samuels
Educator Award Winner
Bishop Sexton Head Start, NYC

Ms. Sherry goes far and beyond her
duties. She often help parents from
the school by tutoring their older
students. She also provide parents
with many different resources to help
them out... She is a very hard
working mother, student, and
teacher. 

— Regina Page

Sherry Ann Samuels was born on the beautiful twin island of Trinidad
and Tobago and relocated to the United States at the age of 12. She
started as a parent volunteer at Bishop Sexton Head Start to help her
younger daughter get adjusted to being away from home, though she
wonders if perhaps she needed the adjustment herself and that’s why
she volunteered every chance she got. She didn’t think at the time that
she was doing anything to be noticed by anyone, but one day the
Education Director invited her to interview for a sub position. Sherry
told her that she didn't have any experience in the classroom, to which
she received in reply: “You are a natural, trust me I have been in this
business a long time.” Sherry got that job, then received the Assistant
Teacher position she currently holds. 

Sherry wanted more knowledge on how to help children, so
she went back to school and completed her C.D.A. at Bank
Street College of Education. Wanting more, she enrolled and
attended Medgar Evers College, graduating Summa Cum
Laude with her Associate degree in Teacher Education. 

It was hard working full time and raising a family while taking in-
person classes; there were challenges. But Sherry is not one to
run from a challenge and she took it head on. She is currently
enrolled and taking classes at Central State University for her
Bachelor's.

Both of Sherry's children attended Bishop Sexton Head Start;
it was their first school experience and it made a big
difference in their lives. This is one of the reasons she chose
to stay at Bishop, seeing how being there helped her
children. She wants to help other families and children get
the same benefit as her children did: good teachers that care
and who wanted to help them reach for the stars. Helping
children's accomplish their dreams is her greatest desire.
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PENGUIN YOUNG READERS 
is proud to be a sponsor of

 BOOKS 
FOR KIDS

and supports their mission to 
promote literacy among 

preschool-aged children in 
under-resourced communities

Sussman Education is a 
proud partner and 
supporter of Books for Kids. 
We congratulate all of this 
year’s award winners and 
honorees.

.

Cypress Hills congratulates all of Cypress Hills congratulates all of 
the 2022 Books for Kids honorees, 
including our very own Maria 
Collier and Katherine Mateo as 
they are honored for their service 
to the children and families of 
Cypress Hills.



to the educators and award nominees 
being honored tonight: 

Book of the Year Award
Katie Yamasaki & Ian Lendler

Everything Naomi Loved

John Graham Tucker Leadership Award
Maria Collier

2022 Educator Awards
Sabrina Bacchus

Liliana Garcia
Katherine Mateo
Carolyne Ndolo

Sherry Ann Samuels

Congratulations

Macmillan is a proud supporter of Books for Kids.
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Thank you to the 
Books for Kids team

for all it does.

Amanda & Bret Hirsh

VISIT 

WWW.BOOKSFORKIDS.ORG

TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT WHO WE 
ARE AND HOW WE 
SERVE OUR NATION’S 
YOUNGEST READERS.



Sheltering Arms congratulates 

Liliana Garcia 

on receiving the Educator Award for her

commitment to introducing a love of

reading to her students.

 

 

We're grateful to Ms. Lilly and 

Books for Kids for their partnership in

building brighter futures for 

New York City's children and families!

ShelteringArmsNY.org

Liliana Garcia
Group Teacher
Mother Hale ECEC

.

Our family is proud to 
support Books for Kids 
and we congratulate all 

the honorees.

The Kalman Family



“Libaries store the energy that 
fuels the imagination...and 
change lives for the better.”

– Sidney Sheldon

THANK YOU to-

for bettering so many young lives.

We are proud to be a part of this 
Foundation since 1986.

Muriel Feldshuh
Steven J. Braunstein

Sheltering Arms congratulates 

Liliana Garcia 

on receiving the Educator Award for her

commitment to introducing a love of

reading to her students.

 

 

We're grateful to Ms. Lilly and 

Books for Kids for their partnership in

building brighter futures for 

New York City's children and families!

ShelteringArmsNY.org

Liliana Garcia
Group Teacher
Mother Hale ECEC
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SPECIAL THANKS FOR OUR AUCTION
AmFund 

 
PARTING GIFTS

Supergoop!

“Books and doors are the same 
thing. You open them, and you 

go through into another world.” 
– Jeanette Winterson

Congratulations to Books for Kids and 
to all the honorees.

Anna Harman & Christopher Berger
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